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Gladding,  McBean  5?  Co.  '  1875  -1927 

(LADDING,  McBEAN  cV  CO.  was  organised  in  1875  as  a  co- 
partnership between  Charles  Gladding,  Peter  McG.  McBean,  and 
George  Chambers,  all  of  Chicago,  who  had  been  attracted  to 
California  by  the  discovery  of  fire-clay  deposits  at  the  little  foot'hill  town 
of  Lincoln  in  Placer  County.  The  capital  of  the  firm  consisted  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  which  was  exchanged  at  heavy  discount  from  currency 
to  gold  when  the  organizers  of  the  new  industry  arrived  in  San  Francisco. 

The  first  Lincoln  plant  consisted  of  a  frame  building  with  one  eighteen' 
foot  down-draft  kiln,  a  pipe  press,  ten  dies,  a  set  of  roller  crushers,  an  en- 
gine,  and  a  pump.  The  first  San  Francisco  office  was  in  a  coal-yard  at  2  Cali- 
fornia  Street,  and  there  on  August  9,  1875,  the  first  carload  of  vitrified 
sewer-pipe  was  unloaded  for  sale. 

The  business  grew  steadily  and  soundly.  In  a  short  time  orders  were 
being  filled  not  only  for  San  Francisco  and  other  bay  cities,  but  also  for 
Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Portland,  Seattle,  and  Vancouver.  By  1882  there 
were  two  buildings  at  the  Lincoln  plant,  five  kilns,  and  a  sixty-horsepower 
engine  with  two  boilers.  Thirty-five  men  and  boys  were  employed;  and 
while  sewer-pipe  was  still  the  principal  product,  the  plant  was  also  manu- 
facturing well-pipe,  chimney-tops,  and  a  few  ornamental  and  garden  pieces. 

In  1884  terra-cotta  for  buildings  was  manufactured  for  the  first  time. 


SHAPES  OF  CLAY 

The  Company  had  advanced  sufficiently  to  own  its  own  home  in  San 
Francisco,  and  a  twcstory  building  was  being  erected  on  a  fiftyfoot  lot  at 
1358-60  Market  Street.  For  this  building  the  Lincoln  plant  produced  terra' 
cotta  trim  of  a  light  buff  color  for  window  openings  and  other  convex 
tional  uses  characteristic  of  that  day.  This  was  the  first  time  that  terra' 
cotta  ornament  was  thus  used  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  the  building  at' 
tracked  a  great  deal  of  attention.  It  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  1906,  but 
old'time  San  Franciscans  will  recall  it  from  the  picture  on  the  cover  of  this 
issue  of  Shapes  of  Clay. 

Pacific  Coast  architects,  accepting  eastern  precedent,  demanded  a  red 
terra-cotta,  and  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.,  not  knowing  at  that  time  that  red 
clay  was  to  be  found  at  Lincoln,  located  a  deposit  near  Clipper  Gap  in  the 
Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  This  red  clay  was  used  for  the  second  terra' 
cotta  job  of  importance  —  the  four'Story  building  erected  in  1885  by  the 
Society  of  California  Pioneers  in  San  Francisco.  This  building  too  was 
destroyed  in  the  fire  of  1906. 

From  that  time  forward  the  history  of  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.,  in  so 
far  as  terracotta  is  concerned,  is  a  very  distinguished  part  of  the  building 
history  of  California,  Nevada,  Utah,  Arizona,  Oregon,  Washington,  Brit' 
ish  Columbia,  and  Hawaii,  into  all  of  which  fields  the  firm's  terra'cotta  busi' 
ness  rapidly  expanded.  And  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  products,  notably 
terra-cotta,  are  well  known  in  the  Orient  and  the  Antipodes. 

In  its  western  beginnings,  as  noted  above,  terra'cotta  was  used  exclu' 
sively  for  ornament.  Gradually  its  utilitarian  merit  was  recognized  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  thereupon  the  industry  entered  upon  a  new  and  much 
more  important  epoch.  As  early  as  1889  Daniel  H.  Burnham  had  come  to  San 
Francisco  to  build  the  first  tall  structural-steel  building  with  non'bearing 
walls.  Burnham  was  a  great  champion  of  terra'cotta  as  a  clothing  for  build' 
ings,  and  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  was  quick  to  meet  the  new  demand  upon 
its  resources.  Burnham  and  other  easterners  added  their  efforts  to  those  of 
the  local  architects  in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  city  after  1906.  It  was  then 
that  terra'cotta  truly  came  into  its  own.  The  impulse  imparted  at  that 
time  has  gained  an  increasing  momentum  with  every  succeeding  year.  It 
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is  a  far  cry  from  the  terra-cotta  of  that  two-story  front  at  1358  Market 
Street  to  the  all-terra-cotta  investiture  of  the  twenty-six  sky-scraping 
stories  of  the  Telephone  Building,  the  thirty  cloud -challenging  stories  of 
the  Russ  Building,  and  the  magnificent  tower-building  of  the  Los  Angeles 
City  Hall.  It  is  only  stating  the  simple  truth  to  say  that  Gladding,  McBean 
6?  Co.  has  had  an  enormous  influence  in  beautifying  San  Francisco,  and  has 
made  Los  Angeles  the  outstanding  terra-cotta  city  of  the  country.  This 
is  not  difficult  to  explain. 

Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  had  vision.  It  was  then,  as  it  is  today,  the  Com- 
pany's endeavor  to  anticipate  the  needs  of  the  architect  and  to  give  him 
what  his  design  called  for  rather  than  to  consult  its  own  prepossessions. 
The  Company  has  adopted,  as  a  major  policy,  the  practice  of  studying 
scale  with  the  architect  and  of  giving  him,  whenever  possible,  terra-cotta 
in  the  scale  he  requires.  By  constantly  improving  manufacturing  processes, 
the  Company  has  been  able  to  produce  terra-cotta  ashlar  in  increasingly 
larger  units,  thereby  setting  higher  standards  for  the  industry.  The  same 
policy  controls  the  attitude  toward  color  and  texture.  The  architect  is 
always  met  — sometimes  anticipated  — be  the  difficulties  what  they  may. 
The  technical  staff  of  the  Company  places  all  its  skill  at  the  disposal  of  the 
architect,  and  so  the  range  in  terra-cotta  si^es,  colors,  and  textures  is  con- 
stantly widening.  This  sort  of  promotional  work,  founded  upon  the  desire 
to  satisfy  the  architect,  helps  to  explain  the  enormous  use  of  terra-cotta  in 
the  territory  which  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  serves.  Doubtless,  it  helps  to 
explain  why  architects  work  so  cordially  with  this  Company.  Certainly, 
Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  has  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the  architects 
appreciate  what  has  been  attempted  along  these  lines.  Proof  of  this  seems 
to  be  found  in  the  constantly  growing  inclination  of  architects  toward 
terra-cotta  design. 

Hollow  tile  was  first  produced  at  Lincoln  in  1890.  The  earliest  contracts 
of  prominence  were  for  the  floors  and  partitions  of  the  Crocker  Building 
and  the  Mills  Building  in  San  Francisco,  and  for  the  courthouses  of  King 
County,  Washington,  and  Los  Angeles.  In  1891  face  brick  was  manufac- 
tured for  the  first  time.  This,  a  buff  repressed  [Continued  on  page  21] 
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SAN  FRANCISCO,  THE  SKY-SCRAPER  CITY  OF  THE  WEST,  CHALLENGES  r. 

Gladding,  McBean  is1  Co.  has  fabricated  the  terra-cotta,  to  say  nothing  of  roc 

these  are  the  Russ,  Hunter-Dulin,  Telep 


©  by  Gabriel  Moulin 


UTY  OF  THE  SKY  WITH  THE  COLORFUL  LOVELINESS  OF  TERRA-COTTA 

her  clay  produAs,  for  the  outstanding  structures  of  this  noble  sky-line.  Among 
rd  Oil,  P.G.&E.,  and  Matson  buildings. 


THE  GREAT  HEART  OF  THE  CITY   OF  LOS  ANGELES  IN 

Down-town  Los  Angeles,  the  focal  point  of  activity  for  a  at 
the  incomparable  beauty  and  utility  of  terra-cotta 


J  BUILDINGS  PULSES  TO  THE  RHYTHM  OF  TERRA-COTTA 

raises  every  year  more  and  more  monumental  witnesses  to 
:dtural  medium.  This  panorama  is  "shaped  in  clay." 


©  Spcncc  Airplane  I'holos 


FROM  TOWERING  TERRA-COTTA  MONUMENTS  OF  PROGRESS,  SEAT 

The  L.  C.  Smith  Building,  tallest  structure  on  the  Pacific  Coast  (fortytwo  stoi 
and  Stimson  buildings,  Frederick  6?  Nelson  Department  S 


by  Picrson  I'holo  Co. 


KS  ON  PUGET  SOUND,  LAKE  WASHINGTON,  AND  THE  MOUNTAINS 

hed  in  Gladding,  McBean  &  Co.  terra'Cotta.  The  Dexter  Horton,  Hoge,  Green, 
lympic  Hotel  are  other  Gladding,  McBean  exemplars. 


THE  ROSE  CITY  OF  THE  COLUMBIA  RIVER  IS  A  TERRA-COTTA  STRO: 

Portland  architects  are  very  favorably  inclined  toward  "the  plastic  mediur 
National  and  Northwestern  banks,  Yeon,  Telephone 


£>  OF  THE  PACIFIC  NORTHWEST  CONSTANTLY  GROWING  IN  LOVELINESS 

:nce."  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  terra-cotta  installations  include  the  U.  S. 
al  buildings,  and  Meier  6?  Frank  Department  Store. 


FROM  THE  VITRIFIED  SEWER-PIPE  FACTORY  OF  1875,  THE  LINCOLN  PLANT 

The  first  Lincoln  terra-cotta  was  manufactured  in  1884  for  the  Glade 
contract  of  importance  was  terra-cotta  to  clc 


DDING,  McBEAN  6?  CO.  HAS  GROWN  TO  THESE  IMPRESSIVE  PROPORTIONS 

n  Building  of  two  stories  pictured  on  the  cover.  The  latest  Lincoln 
rtystory  Russ  Building,  in  San  Francisco. 


GLENDALE,  LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY,  BECAME  A  PRIME  FACTOR  IN  BURNED-CL^ 

Tropico  Potteries,  in  early  days  of  struggle,  turned  to  other  terra'CC 
a  great  organization  it  is  revolutionizing 


USTRY  WHEN  GLADDING,  McBEAN  6?  CO.  ACQUIRED  TROPICO  POTTERIES 

ds  when  the  market  for  its  tile  proved  insufficient.  But  as  part  of 
'  tile  in  architectural  decoration. 


85  PER  CENT  OF  THE  IMPORTANT  BUILDINGS  IN  DOWN-TOWN  LOS  ANGELI 

And  this  Los  Angeles  plant  of  the  Company  with  its  great  manufacturing  resourc 

McBean  &?  Co.  it  was  the  largest  L 


I  CLOTHED  IN  GLADDING,  McBEAN  6?  CO.  TERRA-COTTA  AND  FACE  BRICK 

to  account  for  that  striking  facft.  Before  becoming  a  southern  unit  of  Gladding, 
les  Pressed  Brick  Company  plant. 


Upper:  The  original  plant  and  coal  mine  of  Gladding,  McBean  &  Co.  at  Lincoln,  California,  1875.  Middle:  By  li 
the  Lincoln  plant  had  grown  to  these  proportions.  Lower:  The  pioneer  working  force  at  Lincoln. 
Charles  Gladding  is  fourth  from  the  left,  lower  row. 
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From  the  American  border  in  Whatcom  County,  Washington,  almost  to  the  Mexican  line  in  San  Diego  County, 

California,  the  offices,  plants,  and  clay  mines  of  Gladding,  McBean  ii  Co.  are 

strewn  up  and  down  the  Pacific  Coast. 
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Published  by  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co. 

General  Office:  660  Market  Street 

San  Francisco 


Edward  F.  O'Day,  Editor 

Vol.  in    April-May,  1927    No.  4 

This  number  of  Shapes  of  Clay  offers 
a  survey  of  the  progress  of  Gladding, 
McBean  &  Co.  from  1875  to  1927.  It 
is  designed  to  inform  all  interested  per- 
sons  about  the  wide  scope  of  the  Com' 
pany's  activities. 

Experience  has  shown  that  some  who 
might  be  expected  to  know  are  not  ac- 
curately  acquainted  with  the  long  list  of 
clay  products  manufactured  at  the  vari- 
ous plants  in  our  northern,  central,  and 
southern  divisions. There  are  those  who 
think  of  Gladding,  McBean  &  Co.  in 
terms  of  architectural  terra-cotta,  but  not 
in  terms  of  roof  or  floor  tile.  Some  have 
had  their  attention  called  especially  to 
decorative  tile,  but  lack  all  knowledge 
of  our  facilities  for  the  manufacture  of 
such  utilitarian  things  as  sewer-pipe  and 
refractories.  It  is  hoped  that  the  descrip- 
tion, in  this  issue,  of  the  major  lines  pro- 
duced at  the  various  Gladding,  McBean 
&  Co.  plants  will  provide  a  rounded 
picture  of  the  Company's  resources. 

Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  started  in 
1875  in  a  very  modest  way  as  a  plant 


for  the  production  of  vitrified  sewer-pipe. 
The  business  was  built  soundly,  and  was 
wisely  directed  by  men  who  chose  to 
see  it  grow  slowly  and  surely  rather 
than  speedily  and  uncertainly.  They  laid 
firm  foundations,  and  the  structure  to- 
day still  rests  on  those  foundations  of 
1875. 

It  is  not  only  interesting,  but  signifi- 
cant, that  the  descendants  of  the  original 
partners  are  today  actively  engaged  in 
carrying  on.The  business,  in  other  words, 
has  developed  a  tradition,  and  this  is  not 
the  least  valuable  of  its  assets. 

The  middle  seventies  witnessed  the 
rise  of  many  industrial  enterprises  in  Cal- 
ifornia. That  was  a  period  of  change 
on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Men  of  vision  saw 
a  great  western  future,  and  turned  from 
the  spectacular  money-making  of  the 
gold  days  to  build  upon  commercial  op- 
portunities. Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  is 
one  of  the  earliest  results  of  this  ini- 
tiative. It  started  with  a  capital  of  only 
twelve  thousand  dollars  — to  be  exact, 
with  less  than  that  amount,  since  the 
paper  money  of  the  East  had  to  be  con- 
verted into  western  gold  at  a  heavy 
discount.  From  twelve  thousand  dollars 
or  less  in  1875  to  assets  of  ten  million 
dollars  in  1927  is  marvelous  growth  — 
and  who  shall  say  what  the  future  has 
in  store? 

The  progress  from  sewer-pipe  to  terra- 
cotta and  numerous  other  lovely  clay 
products  has  been  an  industrial  march 
of  beauty. 
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[  Continued  from  page  3  ]  brick  in  long  Roman  shape,  was  used  on  theTacoma 
City  Hall  and  the  Tacoma  Land  Company's  hotel;  also  on  the  homes  of 
H.  S.  Crocker  and  William  F.  Herrin  in  San  Francisco.  Other  early  in' 
stallations  were  on  the  Postal  Telegraph  and  Shreve  buildings,  San  Fran- 
cisco. Enamel  brick  was  first  made  in  1899  for  the  rear  walls  of  the  Post 
Office  and  the  court  of  the  Flood  Building,  San  Francisco.  Coated  brick- 
Library  Gray— was  developed  in  191 5  for  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library, 
while  Granitex  was  first  used  on  the  Standard  Oil  Building  of  the  same 
city  in  1 92 1.  In  the  development  of  coated  brick  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co. 
initiated  the  distinct,  advance  of  finishing  the  rear  of  a  building  to  harmo- 
nize with  its  front.  It  often  happens  that  the  rear  facade  is  the  most  impor- 
tant one,  and  yet  for  many  years  it  was  given  the  smallest  consideration. 
San  Francisco's  Standard  Oil  Building  is  a  striking  example  of  what  the 
Company  was  permitted  to  do  in  the  way  of  harmonising  so-called  minor 
facades  with  the  aid  of  coated  brick.  Here  the  Granitex  terra-cotta  of  the 
facades  is  beautifully  supplemented  in  color  and  texture  by  the  Granitex 
brick  of  the  court  spaces.  The  increasing  use  of  this  generous  treatment, 
particularly  in  tall  buildings,  is  having  a  profound  influence  upon  the  beau- 
tification  of  our  cities. 

The  face  brick  produced  by  the  southern  units  of  the  Company  finds  a 
big  market  in  Los  Angeles  and  other  cities  of  that  extensive  territory.  The 
beautiful  colors  of  Alberhill,  such  as  Old  Rose  and  Belmont  Rug,  are  par- 
ticularly admired.  Granitex  and  Smooth  Buff  are  also  very  popular.  Lovely 
face-brick  effects  have  been  achieved  in  such  fine  Los  Angeles  buildings  as 
the  Biltmore  Hotel,  the  Jonathan  Club,  Barker  Bros.  Building,  the  Pacific 
Finance,  the  Roosevelt  Office  Building,  the  Union  Oil  Building,  and  the 
Pacific  Southwest  Trust  and  Savings  Bank. 

Manufacture  of  vitrified  brick  orginated  in  the  northern  division  of  the 
Company,  formerly  Denny-Renton,  where  it  was  first  made  in  1900. 

Roof  tile  was  added  to  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  products  in  1893. 
The  earliest  outstanding  installations  were  for  the  Gibbs  residence  in  Jack- 
son Street  and  the  Claus  Spreckels  residence  in  Van  Ness  Avenue,  San 
Francisco,  and  for  Stanford  University.  It  is  generally  recognized  that 
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roof  tile  as  developed  by  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  has  revolutionized  the 
industry  and  exerted  an  ineffaceable  influence  upon  architecture.  The 
earlier  American  roof  tile  was  characterized  by  a  careful  uniformity  of 
color,  due  to  the  meticulous  sorting  of  the  tile,  and  the  effect  was  that  of  a 
painted  roof.  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  emancipated  the  industry  from 
this  glaring  error.  The  way  to  freedom  was  pointed  by  the  charming  old 
tile  roofs  of  the  Latin  countries.  They  have  a  special  picturesqueness  that 
springs  from  their  irregularity  of  form  and  their  color-range.  Through  in- 
tensive  experimentation  in  the  laboratory  and  the  kiln,  Gladding,  McBean 
&  Co.  finally  produced  the  Cordova  roof  tile,  which  is  recognized  today 
as  a  substantial  contribution  to  American  architecture. 

The  outstanding  fad:  in  Cordova  and  the  roof  tiles  that  have  followed 
is  color-range.  The  Lincoln  roof  tiles  are  russet-browns,  tans,  purples,  and 
rose  shades.  The  charm  of  variegation  and  of  blending  is  so  attractive  in 
these  tiles  that  they  immediately  created  a  distinct  demand  and  gave  to 
architecture  a  new  mode  of  beauty.  They  have  the  color  flexibility  of 
pastels,  and  the  natural  fire-blend  of  the  kiln  preserves  a  harmonious  note 
throughout  the  roof,  provided  it  be  laid  with  sympathy  and  understanding. 
Here  too  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  was  the  pioneer,  for  it  initiated  the 
practice  of  laying  this  colorful  roof  tile  in  such  a  way  as  to  attain  that 
irregular  ruglike  texture  that  architects  admire  and  have  come  to  demand. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  roof-tile  manufacturers  of  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board had  long  been  intrenched  in  their  own  markets,  Lincoln  roof  tiles 
early  began  the  invasion  of  eastern  territory.  It  was  their  color-range  pri- 
marily that  proved  irresistible.  Among  notable  installations  of  this  kind  may 
be  mentioned  the  Davis  Estate  at  Mill  Neck,  Long  Island;  the  Pershing 
Square  Building,  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank,  and  St.  Bartholomew's  Church, 
New  York  City ;  the  Sacred  Heart  Church  and  Rectory,  Washington,  D.C.; 
the  A.  H.  Woodward  residence,  Birmingham,  Alabama;  the  Mrs.  D.  H. 
Hamilton  residence,  Memphis,  Tennessee;  and  the  M.  K.  6?T.  Railroad 
Station,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  The  Company  has  sold  twenty-five  orders 
of  Lincoln  roof  tile  in  New  Zealand.  Under  the  direction  of  its  own  men 
it  has  done  a  great  deal  of  roof- tile  work  in  Honolulu,  one  of  the  latest  in- 
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stallations  being  for  the  Royal  Hawaiian  Hotel.  The  Tudor  Shingle  tile, 
recently  developed  at  Lincoln,  is  undoubtedly  destined  to  write  another 
new  chapter  of  import  similar  to  that  already  written  by  the  Latin  tiles 
of  Lincoln. 

The  Los  Angeles  plant  of  the  Company,  formerly  that  of  the  Los  An' 
geles  Pressed  Brick  Company,  is  also  noted  for  the  fine  color-range  of  its 
roof  tile.  There  the  colors  are  gun-metals,  purples,  and  old  rose,  in  a  variety 
of  pleasing  shades.  This  plant,  with  an  enormous  capacity,  has  had  a  won- 
derful success  in  volume  of  sales.  It  stands  easily  first  in  production  of  beau- 
tiful roofs  for  all  southern  California. 

While  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  was  growing  and  developing  in  the 
north,  particularly  in  terra-cotta  and  roof  tile,  this  progressive  Los  Angeles 
Pressed  Brick  Company  was  likewise  growing  and  developing  in  the  south, 
notably  in  face  brick  and  roof  tile.  The  union  of  these  two  companies  was 
therefore  entirely  logical;  one  supplemented  and  strengthened  the  other. 

In  1904  the  Tropico  Potteries  at  Glendale  in  Los  Angeles  County  started 
as  a  small  faience  and  floor-tile  plant.  As  such  it  could  not  develop  suffi- 
cient business;  so  it  began  to  manufacture  other  clay  products  while  con- 
tinuing to  make  a  small  quantity  of  tile.  When  this  plant  became  part  of 
Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  the  decision  was  made  to  go  seriously  into  the 
manufacture  of  tile,  with  the  alternative  of  closing  that  branch  of  the 
works.  With  much  thought  an  organization  of  artists  and  technicians  was 
built  up  at  Tropico,  with  the  result  that  under  the  inspiration  of  a  mana- 
ger imbued  with  artistic  ideals  the  small  tile  factory  of  1904  is  making  its 
influence  felt  not  only  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  but  in  the  eastern  field  as  well, 
though  this  has  always  been  strongly  held  by  the  old-established  tile  man- 
ufacturers of  that  distant  territory.  Today  this  southern  unit  is  producing 
a  wide  range  of  clay  products,  but  none  more  interesting  and  influential  in 
relation  to  architecture  than  decorative  tile.  A  strong  staff  of  artists  is 
maintained,  and  the  whole  American  industry  is  watching  and  studying 
the  entirely  new  range  that  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  is  giving  to  this 
beautiful  product. 

Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  has  always  tried  to  anticipate  the  demands 
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made  upon  its  manufacturing  resources.  In  1906  and  thereafter  its  capacity 
was  taxed  to  produce  fire-proof  building  material  for  the  rebuilding  of  San 
Francisco,  notably  face  brick  and  hollow  tile.  Since  then  it  has  sought  to 
expand  in  advance  of  demand.  And  so  it  has  radiated  from  the  central 
points  of  Lincoln  and  San  Francisco  to  acquire  great  units  north  and  south. 
Its  manufacturing  plants,  its  sales-rooms  and  sales-yards,  and  its  clay  pits 
now  hold  strategic  positions  from  Seattle  to  southern  California. 

This  expansion  was  warranted  by  the  development  of  business,  and 
has  a  logical  basis  in  economic  principles.  The  Pacific  Coast  is  an  indepen- 
dent, self-contained  business  empire.  As  originally  constituted,  Gladding, 
McBean  6?  Co.  found  ready  market  for  its  products  all  over  this  great  ter- 
ritory, doubtless  because  of  studied  organization  and  careful  policies  in  the 
creation  of  demand  by  the  offer  of  beautiful  materials  not  manufactured 
by  other  companies.  This  made  distributing  centers  necessary,  and  heavy 
overhead  charges  over  a  wide  field  became  inevitable. 

Eventually,  it  was  found  a  sounder  thing  to  acquire  plants  in  the  far- 
flung  territory  thus  covered,  and  to  co-ordinate  the  activities  of  these  plants 
with  the  central  division.  This  policy  has  enabled  the  Company  to  main- 
tain a  strong  staff  of  artists  and  technicians,  a  large  sales  force,  and  a  num- 
ber of  metropolitan  sales-rooms. 

The  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  of  1927  is  therefore  a  far  different  con- 
cern from  the  copartnership  formed  in  1875.  Its  products  exhaust  every 
conceivable  "shape  of  clay."  These  are  fired  in  180  down-c1  .aught  and 
four  tunnel  kilns.  Its  employees  number  more  than  two  thousand.  Its 
assets  are  over  ten  million  dollars. 
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GLADDING,  McBEAN  6?  CO. 
Founded  1875 

LOS  ANGELES  PRESSED  BRICK  COMPANY 

Founded  1887 

San  Francisco  Office,  660  Market  Street 

Los  Angeles  Office,  621  South  Hope  Street 

Seattle  Office,  1500  1st  Avenue,  South 

Portland  Office,  454  Everett  Street 

San  Francisco  Sales  Yard,  445  Ninth  Street 

Oakland  Office  and  Sales  Yard,  Twentysecond  and  Market  Streets 

Tacoma  Office  and  Sales  Yard,  15th  and  Dock  Streets 

Seattle,  University  Yard,  4041  University  Way 

Fresno  Office  and  Sales  Yard,  San  Joaquin  Materials  Co.,  744  G  Street 

* 

Lincoln  Plant,  Lincoln, Placer  County, California 

Tropico  Plant,  Glendale,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 

Los  Angeles  Plant,  College  and  Date  Streets,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Santa  Monica  Plant,  Santa  Monica, California 

Alberhill  Plant,  Alberhill,  Riverside  County, California 

Auburn  Plant,  Auburn,  Washington 

Renton  Plant,  Renton,  Washington  '  Taylor  Plant,  Taylor,  Washington 

Van  Asselt  Plant,  Seattle,  Washington  *  Portland  Plant,  Portland,  Oregon 

* 

TerrA'Cotta:  In  enamel  and  unglazed  finishes  for  the 
facing  and  trim  of  buildings 

Roof  Tile:  Both  machine  and  hand'made  Tiles  in  wide  color  variations 

Face  Brick  <  Enameled  Brick:  Bric\for  buildings  and  mantels 

Vitrified  Brick,  for  paving  and  sewer  wor\  »  Acid  Brick 

Faience  and  Floor  Tile:  Tile,  glazed  and  unglazed, 
for  floors,  walls,  bathrooms,  terraces,  and  mantels 

Vitrified  Salt  Glazed  Pipe:  For  sewage,  drainage,  and  irrigation: 
Conduit  pipe,  culvert  pipe,  drain  tile,  grease  traps,  flush  tan\s,  segmental  sewer  bloc\s 

Hollow  Clay  Tile:  For  partitions  and  bearing  walls 

Fire-Clay  Chimney  Pipe:  Chimney  tops,  flue  linings, gas  flues 

Fire  Brick  and  Fire  Tile:  Fire  clay, fircbric\  dust 

Laundry  Trays  '  Kitchen  Sinks 

Garden  Pottery:  Vases,  benches,  urns,  fountains,  pedestals, 
sun  dials,  and  bird  baths 


Decorative  tile,  floor  and  wall  tile,  and 

garden  pottery,  all  from  the  Tropico  kilns,  are  displayed  in  our  show 

room  at  Glendale,  Los  Angeles  County,  California. 


Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co. 


